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UNO ENROLLMENT TRENDS AND PROJECTIONS TO 1977 
Introduction 
While student enrollment has declined in most public and private colleges 
in Nebraska, the University of Nebraska at Omaha has experienced substantial 
growth over the past five years. From 1968 to 1972, UNO gained a total of 2,329 
students; an annual growth rate of 5,4 percent (see Tables I, II, and I I I). 
During this period, the number of full-time students enrolled at UNO increased 
at an annual rate of 4.0 percent while part-time enrollment increased at an 
annual rate of 7.1 percent. Although first-time freshmen normally account for a 
large part of an institution's growth, the 1968-1972 period for UNO was charac-
ter1zed by a 2.2 percent decline (see Table IV). In spite of the loss in the num-
ber of first-time freshmen, enrollment of full-time freshmen increased 20.8 
percent or 5.2 percent per year. These facts suggest that there has been a large 
number of students transferring from other colleges and universities. 
Although the fall enrollment is not yet completed, data provided by the UNO 
Admissions Office as of July 6, 1973 indicate that l ,879 new students have already 
been.admitted. This represents a net gain of 58 students or an increase of 3.1 
percent over the number the same date a year ago. Counting those students pending, 
enrollment at UNO is up 5.0 percent over the same date a year ago (see Table V). 
Factors Affecting Future Growth 
ln the UNO Freshman Class Profile Report for 1971, the three most important 
factors affecting freshman enrollment at UNO were: special curriculum, low cost, 
and favorable location. 1 A total of 63 percent of UNO's freshmen reported that 
their choice of attending UNO was based on one of the three factors listed above. 
Richard G. Kohl an, UNO Freshman Class Profile Report, September 1971, Coun-
seling and Testing Center, The University of Nebraska at Omaha 
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Several factors will play Important roles in supporting UNO'i continued enroll-
ment growth. Specifically, the new Col l.ege of Public Affairs and Community Ser-
vice and its expanding program base; the expanding quality of unde.rgraduate and 
graduate course offeri.ngs; the lower cost associated w..lth a State University 
(especially for Omaha residents); and UNO's metropolitan location are favorable 
factors in considering UNO's future growth. 
Projections of Enrollment to 1977 
Two recent enrollment projections concluded that UNO's future growth wi 11 be 
slow (see Table VI). According to R. C. O'Reilly, 
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UNO will experience an annual 
rate of growth of 2.2 percent from l 973 to l 977. In addition, the Nebraska Higher 
Education Facilities Commission projects UNO enrollment to increase at an average 
annual rate of 1.5 percent (1972 to 1977).3 Because UNO has historically kept no 
records of incoming transfer students, neither of the projections take into account 
UNO's inflow of transfer students. In fact, both rely heavily on population data 
for their projections. 
Transfer students do, however, represent a large and growing part of UNO's 
student enrollment, and when considered in the total picture, UNO's growth rate 
should continue to be between 3 and 4 percent during the next four years. The 
following factors provide additional information for the belief that UNO's growth 
will be in the 3 to 4 percent range. 
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1. UNO has experienced a 5.4 percent annual rate of enrollment growth in 
the past four years (1968-1972). A simple linear regression analysis 
shows an annual growth rate of 4.5 percent for UNO; and by 1977, UN8 
wi 11 have approximately 16,000 students enrol led for the fall term. 
R. C. O'Re.illy, "Student Population Projection: UNO" (from Interdepartmental 
Correspondence, November 30, 1972. 
3 Nebraska Higher Education Facilities Commission; Nebraska ·Ehrol lment ·projection 
System:·1972~1977, May, 1~73, pp. 14-15. 
4 UNO enrollment data for the 1%8-1972 period was regressed against time. Major 
results are: Regression Equation Y=l0,810 + 525T;R2~.71; t=2.~84; and t 10=2.353. 
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2. UNO's July 6th admission data indicate that there is a 50 percent 
increase in transfer students and a 67 percent increase in graduate. 
students admitted to the University as compared to admissions a year 
ago. With the continuing efforts to improve existing programs and 
adding new special curriculum, it is believed that this trend of 
incoming transfer students and graduate students will continue during 
the next four years. 
3. UNO's admission data also indicate that there is a 4.7 percent in-
crease in applications from students of high schools located in the Omaha 
area for the fall of 1973. Although it is projected by Nebraska's 
Higher Education Facilities Commission that high school enrollments 
and graduates will be·rncre~sini at a'·decreasing rate (see Table VI I), 
this will tend to be offset by an appreciable increase in UNO's at-
traction to Omaha Public School District and District 66 graduating 
students. 
4. As a large number of UNO's students come from low-income families in 
the metropolitan area, if UNO can maintain its tuition and fees and/or 
provide more scholarships or other financial aids it will continue to 
attract more of these students (See Table VI I I). 
TABLE I 
UNO TOTAL STUDENT ENROLLMENT: FALL SEMESTERS 1968-19721 
Year Total Enrollment Full Time (%) Part Time (%) Residents (%) 
of 
Nebraska 
1972 13,117 6,891 52.5 6,226 47.5 11 , 730 (89.4) 
1971 12, 711 6,889 54.2 5,822 45.8 1 0 ,457 (82.3) 
1970 13, 185 6,958 52.8 6,227 47.2 10,589 (80.3) 
1969 1 2, 120 6,492 53.6 5,628 46.4 9,699 (80.0) 
1968 10,788 5,936 55.0 4,852 45.0 8,751 (81 . 1) 
lcomputed from data obtained from the University of Nebraska at Omaha Enrollment Statistics, fall semesters 
from 1968 to 1972. Provided by Mr. Hariri, Institutional Research and Grants Development Office. 
TABLE 11 
PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN UNO STUDENT ENROLLMENT: FALL SEMESTERS 1968-19721 
Year Total Enrollment Full Time Part Time Residents 
of 
Nebraska 
68-69 12.3 9.4 16.0 10.8 
69-70 8.9 7.2 10.6 9.2 
70-71 -3.6 -1. 0 -6 .5 -1.2 
71-72 3.2 .02 6.9 12.2 
68-72 21 .6 l 6. l 28.3 34.o 
Annual 
Average 5.4 4.o 7. l 8.5 
lcomputed from data obtained from the Univers.ity of Nebraska at Omaha Enrollment Statistics, fall semesters 
from 1968 to 1972. Provided by Mr. Hariri, Institutional Research and Grants Development Office. 
TABLE I I I 
TOTAL FALL ENROLLMENT, BY INSTITUTION, 1969-1972 
INSTITUTION 1969 1970 1971 1972 Percentage Absolute 
Change 1969- Change 
1 2 
OMAHA SMSA 
UNO 12, 120 1 3, 185 12, 711 1 3, 117 8.2 +997 
UN MED. 763 900 l , 233 1 ,41 5 85.5 +652 
CREIGHTON 4,234 4, 128 4, 172 4,341 2.5 +107 
*ST. MARY 449 517 560 588 31.0 +139 
GRACE BIBLE 536 556 525 501 -6.5 -35 
><BELLEVUE 695 761 l ,026 1 , 11 7 60.7 +422 
TOTAL 18,797 20,047 20,227 21 ,079 12. l +2282 
UNL 19,618 20,810 21 , 541 20,736 5.7 + 1118 
COLLEGES 
PUBLIC 
CHADRON 2,332 2,469 2,428 2, 122 -9.0 -210 
KEARNEY 5,869 5,870 5,601 5,273 -10.2 -596 
PERU STATE 1 , 261 1 , 1 35 1 , 001 975 -22.7 -286 
WAYNE STATE 3,006 2,972 2,668 2, 177 -27.6 -829 
TOTAL 
PRIVATE 
*BELLEVUE 
CONCORDIA 
DANA 
DOANE 
HP5T I NGS 
J. F. KENNEDY 
MIDLAND LUTHERAN 
NEBRASKA WESLEYAN 
UNION 
1,sT. MARY 
l'OTAL 
12 ,IibR 
695 
l ,462 
l , 057 
754 
853 
691 
765 
l , 3 l l 
954 
449 
8,991 
TABLE I I I CONTINUED 
12,446 
761 
l , 685 
962 
721 
862 
352 
927 
l , 224 
893 
517 
11 , 698 
l ,026 
l , 737 
848 
711 
826 
3 l l 
867 
l, 177 
808 
560 
8 904 8:.871 
10,5li7 
l , 117 
l ,539 
755 
629 
754 
266 
770 
l , 070 
819 
588 
8,307 
-15.Ii 
+60.7 
+5.3 
-28.6 
19.9 
-11 . 6 
-61 . 5 
+.7 
~18.4 
-14.2 
+31 .0 
-z.6 
*St. Mary and Bellevue enrollment is shown both under SMSA institutions and private colleges. 
-1921 
+422 
+77 
+302 
-125 
-99 
-425 
+5 
-241 
-135 
+l 39 
-684 
SOURCE: 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972 SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF NEBRASKA HIGHER EDUCATION ENROLLMENT STATISTICS-
The Nebraska Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers and The Nebraska Commission for Higher 
Education, Facilities, Act of 1963 
Year 
1972 (fall) 
1971 
1970 
1969 
1968 
Per Cent Change 
1968-1972 
Annual Average 
Per Cent Change 
TABLE [V 
FRESHMAN ENROLLMENT: 1968-1972 1 
Number of First:,.n:me 
Freshmen 
2,083 
2,224 
2,870 
2,967 
2,129 
-2.2 
-0.5 
Number o-f Part-Time 
Freshmen 
2, 082. 
1 ,981 
1 ,401 
1 , 172 
l , 020 
1{)4. 1 
26.0 
Number of Full-Time 
Freshmen 
2,850 
2,685 
2,516 
2,473 
2,360 
20.8 
5.2 
lcomputed from data obtained from The University of Nebraska at Omaha Enrollment Statistics, fall semester editions 
from 1968 to 1972. Provided by Mr. Hariri, Institutional Research and Grants Development Office. 
TABLE V 
ADMISSION REPORT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA: JULY 6, 1973 
As of Julyb Change 
" Type of Students 1972 1973 Number Percenta_g_e 
Freshman 
Admitted 1 , 099 1 , 128 
Pending 313 287 
Total 1 , 412 1 ,41 5 + 3 + .02 
Transfer Students 
Admitted 83 125 
Pending 136 202 
Total 219 327 +108 + 49.32 
Former Students 
Admitted 118 91 
Pending 78 36 
Total 196 1 27 - 69 • 54.33 
Continuing Studies 
Bootstrap 92 40 
Other 84 66 
Total 176, 106 + 70 + 66.04 
Graduate College 
Admitted 165 264 
Pending 81 147 
Total 246 411 +165 +67.07 
Non-degree Student 180 165 + 15 - 8.33 
Total 
Admitted 1 , 821 1 , 879 
Pending 608 672 
Total Possible 2,429 2,551 
+ 58 3.20 
+ 64 10.53 
+122 5.02 
MODEL 
NEPS MODEL l 
O'REILLY MODEL 2 
1973-1974 
2.0 
1.4 
TABLE VI 
UNO ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS: 1973-1977 
PER CENT CHANGE 
1974-1975 1975-1976 
1. 3 O. 7 
3.0 2.8 
1976-1977 
-0.3 
1.2 
AVERAGE PER 
YEAR 
1.5 
2.2 
The Nebraska Higher Education Facilities Commission, Nebraska Enrollment Projection System: 1972-1977, May, 1973 
pp. 14-15. Computations based on data provided in this exhibit. 
2 R. C. O'Reilly, "Student Population Projection: UNO," from Interdepartmental Correspondence dated November 30, 1972 
p. 3. Computations based on data'·provided in this exhibit. 
TABLE VI I 
PROJECTED HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT FOR DOUGLAS COUNTY: 1973-1977 
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 
12th Grade Fal 1 
Enrollment 6,556 6,730 6,723 6,962 6,941 
Mi nus Dropouts;! 262 269 269 278 278 
--
Spring Graduates 6,294 6 ,461 6,454 6,684 6,663 
lThe Nebraska Higher Education Facilities Commission, Erirollmerit Statistics for Nebraska Higher Education--
Part I: Elementary-Secondar Enrollment Projections Throu h 1982. Revised. April, 1973. p. 40. Only enrollment 
data was provided so the historical four per cent dropout rate was used to determine the dropouts and the total 
spring graduates. This historical figure was used in this report to determine the total spring graduates for the 
state as a whole. 
TABLE VJ 11 
OMAHA PUBL!G HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
P-e-r Cent of Total Graduates 
Total Number of Graduates Graduates Attending UNO A,tteiJd i ng UNO 
Omaha Public Omaha Public Omaha Pub 1 i c 
Year Schools 1 Westside2 Schools Westside _Sc:hools Westside 
1968 3, 1 26 NA 746 NA 23.9 NA 
1969 3,269 625 708 1 21 21 . 5 19.4 
1970 3, 251 675 689 131 21 . 2- 1 9 .4 
1971 3,284 695 57'l 132 17. 6, 19. 0 
1972 3,380 725 593 1 24 17. 5; 17. 1 
1973 NA 745 Nil. 137 NA 18.4 
1omaha P~bl ic Schools, Research Report #153: November Follow-Up of 1972 High School Graduates. 
2oata on Westside High School obtained from College Guidance Counseling Office, l.festside Office, Westside High School, 
telephone conversation 
